Bacteraemic pneumococcal infections in Southern Sweden 1981-96: trends in incidence, mortality, age-distribution, serogroups and penicillin-resistance.
In a survey of pneumococcal blood isolates from patients in Southern Sweden, 560 isolates were found between 1981 and 1996. Between these years, the incidence of pneumococcal bacteraemia increased from 5.2 to 15.2/100,000/y. The eight most common serogroups/types (14, 7, 9, 6, 23, 3, 4 and 19) accounted for > 75% of the isolates, and 96.4% of the isolates were of serogroups/types represented in the present vaccine. A male preponderance (1.17:1) was noted, and the men were younger than the women (mean 57 vs 63 y of age; p < 0.05). The overall case-fatality rate during the period was 19%. Seven isolates with reduced susceptibility to penicillin were noted, all from 1991 to 1996. The increasing incidence of pneumococcal bacteraemia could not be explained by any of the following factors; age or sex of the patients, changes in prevailing serogroups/types, variations in vaccine use, emergence of penicillin-resistance, more liberal indications for blood cultures or improved culture methods.